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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6} MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S. C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)1x1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on Dec 26, 2002 



2a) K This action is FINAL. 2b) □ This action is non-final. 

3) □ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayie, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1-24 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
5)D Claim(s) 



6) K Claim (s) 1-24 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) D Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner, 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are a) □ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
1 !)□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner, 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 
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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 U.S. C. §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless ~ 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371© of this title before 
the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) do not apply to the 
examination of this application as the application being examined was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) 
voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the 
amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Yonezawa(6271805). 

3. As in claim 1, Yonezawa teaches of an image-transmitting device connected to image-display 
devices through a bus cable, figure 1 item 39, said image transmitting device comprising: a memory 
unit storing a set of screen data whose correspondence to each of said image-display devices and a 
displaying order of said screen data to be displayed on said image-display devices are predetermined, 
figure 1 item 34, 36, figure 3 item 520 and 600; a transmission-data-generating unit selecting 
specific screen data from, among the set of the screen data by following the correspondence and the 
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displaying order, and generating transmission data that each of said image-display devices is to display 
based on the selected specific screen data, figure 3 items 500, 600, and 640; a bus interface 
connected to said image display devices through the bus cable, figure 1 item 39; and a transmission 
unit transmitting the transmission data from said bus interface through the bus cable to each of said 
image-display devices, figure 1 items 32, 38, and 100. Wherein a captured video is output from the 
video capture board 34 to a video board 36 through a bus 39 and displayed at a position instructed 
by the CPU 22 about the display position and/or area, said capture and video boards comprising 
memory for the purpose of storing video data. The video is displayed in a window 600, organized 
by a window map 520, on a page or map shown in window 600, comprised of image displays ordered 
in right and left columns, ordered from top to bottom on the left column, 610, 614, and 618, and 
ordered from top to bottom on the right column, 612, 616, -and 620. The displayed video is 
determined by the selection of one of the maps 510, 520, 530, or 540, as represented by the area 502. 
The page or map shown in window 600, is further illustrated in figure 13, demonstrating how the 
displaying order of said screen data to be displayed is predetermined. 

i As in claim 2, Yonezawa teaches of wherein said memory unit further includes a two-dimensional 
arrangement in which file names of the screen data are placed in a position corresponding to an 
image-display device that is to display said screen data and the displaying order of said screen data, 
, column 4 lines 58-63, figure 6 item 600 As in claim 3, Yonezawa teaches of further comprising 
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a setting unit by which a user sets the correspondence of the screen data to each of said image-display 
devices and the displaying order of the screen data in advance, column 5 lines 15-65. As in claim 
4, Yonezawa teaches of further comprising: an instruction-input unit being used for inputting an 
instruction by a user to said image transmitting device through a GUI (Graphical User Interface), 
column 5 lines 15-65; and a setting unit setting the correspondence of the screen data to each of said 
image-display devices and the displaying order of the screen data in advance by following the 
instruction inputted by the user through said instruction-input unit, column 5 lines 15-65. As in 
claim 5, Yonezawa teaches of further comprising an instruction-input unit that is used by a user to 
select one of the screen data and one of said image-display devices, and to direct the selected 
image-display device to display the selected screen data, wherein the transmission data is generated 
based on the selected screen data by said transmission data-generating unit, and. then is transmitted 
to the selected image-display device by said transmission unit, column 4 lines 58-67. As in claim 
6, Yonezawa teaches of further comprising an instruction-input unit that is used by a user to select 
one of the screen data and one of said image-display devices through a graphical user interface (GUI), 
and to direct the selected image-display device to display the selected screen data, wherein the 
transmission data is generated based on the selected screen data by said transmission data-generating 
unit, and. then is transmitted to the selected image-display device by said transmission unit, column 
4 lines 58-67. As in claim 7, Yonezawa teaches of wherein said transmission data is area updating 
data that includes data specifying an updating area of the screen data displayed on an image-display 



Examiner: David L. Lewis 



January 17, 2003 



Serial Number: 09/714,154 
Art Unit: 2673 
Applicant: Aoki 



Page 5 



Title: Method And Apparatus For Controlling Image-Display Devices Collectively 

device and data used for updating part of the screen data displayed in the updating area, column 4 
lines 1-1 0, column 5 lines 16-35. As in claim 8, Yonezawa teaches of wherein said 
image-transmitting device is a computer including a USB (Universal Serial Bus) interface as said bus 
interface, and said bus cable is a USB cable, figure 1 item 39, 100, column 3 lines 10-15. 

5. As in claim 9, Yonezawa teaches of image-display system including a control device and 
image-display devices connected through a bus interface to said control device, figure 1, said control 
device comprising a memory unit storing a set of screen data whose correspondence to each of said 
image-display devices and a displaying order of said screen data to be displayed on said image-display 
devices are predetermined, figure 1 item 34, 36, figure 3 item 520 and 600; a 
transmission-data-generating unit selecting specific screen data from among the set of the screen data 
by following the correspondence and the displaying order, and generating transmission data that each 
of said image-display devices is to display based on the selected specific screen data, figure 3 items 
500, 600, and 640; and a transmission unit transmitting the transmission data through said bus 
interface to each of said image-display devices, figure 1 items 32, 38, and 100. Wherein a captured 
video is output from the video capture board 34 to a video board 36 through a bus 39 and displayed 
at a position instructed by the CPU 22 about the display position and/or area, said capture and video 
boards comprising memory for the purpose of storing video data. The video is displayed in a window 
600, organized by a window map 520, on a page or map shown in window 600, comprised of image 
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displays ordered in right and left columns, ordered from top to bottom on the left column, 610, 614, 
and 618, and ordered from top to bottom on the right column, 612, 616, and 620. The displayed 
video is determined by the selection of one of the maps 510, 520, 530, or 540, as represented by the 
area 502. The page or map shown in window 600, is further illustrated in figure 13, demonstrating 
how the displaying order of said screen data to be displayed is predetermined. 

6. As in claim 10, Yonezawa teaches of an image-display system comprising: a computer including a 
primary image-display device that displays a document including a plurality of pages, figure 1, figure 
3, column 5 lines 15-30; a plurality of image-display devices that are connected to said computer, 
and display the document, figure 1 items 60; and a user interface that relates a specific page in the 
document to a specific image-display device among said image-display devices, column 4 lines 35- 
45, column 5 lines 31-67. Wherein a captured video is output from the video capture board 34 to 
a video board 36 through a bus 39 and displayed at a position instructed by the CPU 22 about the 
display position and/or area, said capture and video boards comprising memory for the purpose of 
storing video data. The video is displayed in a window 600, organized by a window map 520, on a 
page or map shown in window 600, comprised of image displays ordered in right and left columns, 
ordered from top to bottom on the left column, 610, 614, and 618, and ordered from top to bottom 
on the right column, 612, 616, and 620. The displayed video is determined by the selection of one 
of the maps 510, 520, 530, or 540, as represented by the area 502. The page or map shown in 
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window 600, is further illustrated in figure 13, demonstrating how the displaying order of said screen 
data to be displayed is predetermined. 

7. As in claim 11, Yonezawa teaches of, wherein said user interface displays icons indicating said 
image-display devices on said primary image-display device, and allocates the specific page to an icon 
to display the specific page on an image-display device corresponding to the icon, figure 3 item 500. 
As in claim 12, Yonezawa teaches of wherein said image-display system displays identification 
information of said image-display device and information about correspondence of said image display 
device to the specific page when displaying the specific page on said image-display device, figure 3 
item 500. As in claim 13, Yonezawa teaches of wherein said user interface allocates the specific 
page to the icon by dragging and dropping said specific page to said icon, column 5 lines 35-50. As 
in claim 14, Yonezawa teaches of wherein said user interface displays a pop-up menu on one of the 
specific page and an area indicating the specific page on the primary image-display device, said 
pop-up menu being used for selecting the image display device to display the specific page thereon, 
figure 3 item 500, figure 14. As in claim 15, Yonezawa teaches of wherein said image-display 
system allocates each of previously displayed screen data and screen data to be displayed next to 
currently displayed screen data on said primary image-display device to any of said image-display 
devices, column 5 lines 14-35. As in claim 16, Yonezawa teaches of wherein said image-display 
system displays a scroll button on a screen of said primary image-display device, said scroll button 
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being used for scrolling the screen of the image-display device displaying said specific page, figure 
3 item (no shown) however inherent to window based interfacing. As in claim 17, Yonezawa 
teaches of wherein said document is a hypertext document, and each page of said document includes 
links to other pages, column 4 lines 58-67, column 5 lines 1-13, wherein clicking on said map group 
links the user to image display information which can also be clicked on or selected. 

8. As in claim 18, Yonezawa teaches of a method of controlling screen data displayed on a plurality 
of image-display devices connected to a control device through a bus interface, figure 1, said method 
comprising the steps of: storing a set of the screen data whose correspondence to each of said 
image-display devices and a displaying order of said screen data to be displayed on said 
image-display devices are predetermined, in said control device, figure 1 items 34, 36, column 4 
lines 57-67; selecting the screen data corresponding to each of said image-display devices from 
among the set of the screen data by following the correspondence and the displaying order, figure 
3 item 500, 600, and 640; and updating the screen data displayed on each of said image-display 
devices simultaneously based on the selected screen data through the bus interface, column 4 lines 
1-10. Wherein a captured video is output from the video capture board 34 to a video board 36 
through a bus 39 and displayed at a position instructed by the CPU 22 about the display position 
and/or area, said capture and video boards comprising memory for the purpose of storing video data. 
The video is displayed in a window 600, organized by a window map 520, on a page or map shown 
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in window 600, comprised of image displays ordered in right and left columns, ordered from top to 
bottom on the left column, 610, 614, and 618, and ordered from top to bottom on the right column, 
612, 616, and 620. The displayed video is determined by the selection of one of the maps 510, 520, 
530, or 540, as represented by the area 502. The page or map shown in window 600, is further 
illustrated in figure 13, demonstrating how the displaying order of said screen data to be displayed 
is predetermined. As in claim 19, Yonezawa teaches of wherein the step of updating the screen data 
displayed on each of said image-display devices simultaneously comprises a step of transmitting 
area-updating data that includes data specifying an updating area of the screen data displayed on an 
image-display device and data used for updating part of the screen data displayed in the updating 
area, column 4 lines 1-10, wherein video information is updated in real time.. 

9. As in claim 20, Yonezawa teaches of a method of controlling screen data displayed on a plurality 
of image-display devices connected to a control device through a bus interface, said method 
comprising the steps of: storing a set of the screen data whose correspondence to each of said 
image-display devices and a displaying order of said screen data to be displayed on said image-display 
devices are predetermined, in said control device, figure 1 items 34, 36, column 4 lines 57-67; 
selecting the screen data corresponding to each of said image-display devices from among the set of 
the screen data by following the correspondence and the displaying order, figure 3 item 500, 600, 
and 640; generating transmission data that each of said image-display devices is to display based on 
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the selected screen data, column 3 lines 40-56; and transmitting the transmission data to each of said 
image-display devices through said bus interface, figure 1 items 32, 38, and 100, column 3 lines 35- 
44. Wherein a captured video is output from the video capture board 34 to a video board 36 through 
a bus 39 and displayed at a position instructed by the CPU 22 about the display position and/or area, 
said capture and video boards comprising memory for the purpose of storing video data. The video 
is displayed in a window 600, organized by a window map 520, on a page or map shown in window 
600, comprised of image displays ordered in right and left columns, ordered from top to bottom on 
the left column, 610, 614, and 618, and ordered from top to bottom on the right column, 612, 616, 
and 620. The displayed video is determined by the selection of one of the maps 510, 520, 530, or 
540, as represented by the area 502. The page or map shown in window 600, is further illustrated 
in figure 13, demonstrating how the displaying order of said screen data to be displayed is 
predetermined. 

10. As in claim 21, Yonezawa teaches of comprising the steps of: inputting an instruction to said 
control device through a GUI (Graphical User Interface); and setting the correspondence of the 
screen data to each of said image-display devices and the displaying order of the screen data by 
following the instruction inputted, column 4 lines 35-45, column 5 lines 35-45. As in claim 22, 
Yonezawa teaches of comprising the step of updating the screen data displayed on each of said 
image-display devices simultaneously by transmitting area-updating data that includes data specifying 
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an updating area of the screen data displayed on an image-display device and data used for updating 
part of the screen data displayed in the updating area, column 4 lines 1-10, column 6 lines 60-65. 

11. As in claim 23, Yonezawa teaches of a record medium readable by a machine, tangibly embodying 
a program of instructions executable by the machine to perform method steps for controlling images 
displayed on a plurality of image-display devices connected to an image-transmitting device through 
a bus interface, column 4 lines 27-57, said method steps comprising: storing a set of screen data 
whose correspondence to each of said image-display devices and a displaying order of said screen 
data to be displayed on said image-display devices are predetermined, in said control device, figure 
1 items 34, 36, column 3 lines 35-56, column 4 lines 57-67; selecting the screen data corresponding 
to each of said image-display devices from among the set of the screen data by following the 
correspondence and the displaying order, figure 3 items 500, 600, and 640; generating transmission 
data that each of said image-display devices is to display based on the selected screen data, column 
3 lines 40-56; and transmitting the transmission data to each of said image-display devices through 
said bus interface, figure 1 items 32, 38, and 100, column 3 lines 35-44 As in claim 24, 
Yonezawa teaches of wherein said method steps comprises the steps of: inputting an instruction to 
said image transmitting device through a GUI (Graphical User Interface); and setting the 
correspondence of the screen data to each of said image-display devices and the displaying order of 
the screen data by following the instruction inputted, column 4 lines 35-45, column 5 lines 35-45, 
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figure 11. Wherein a captured video is output from the video capture board 34 to a video board 36 
through a bus 39 and displayed at a position instructed by the CPU 22 about the display position 
and/or area, said capture and video boards comprising memory for the purpose of storing video data. 
The video is displayed in a window 600, organized by a window map 520, on a page or map shown 
in window 600, comprised of image displays ordered in right and left columns, ordered from top to 
bottom on the left column, 610, 614, and 618, and ordered from top to bottom on the right column, 
612, 616, and 620. The displayed video is determined by the selection of one of the maps 510, 520, 
530, or 540, as represented by the area 502. The page or map shown in window 600, is further 
illustrated in figure 13, demonstrating how the displaying order of said screen data to be displayed 
is predetermined. 

Response to Arguments 

12. Applicant's arguments filed 12/26/2002 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

The Applicant argues Yonezawa does not teach nor suggest specifying a display order in which 
display data are displayed. The Examiner disagrees. Yonezawa teaches of a predetermined 
displaying order as shown in window 600 of figure 3, and further illustrated in figure 13. The video 
is displayed in a window 600, organized by a window map 520, on a page or map shown in window 
600, comprised of image displays ordered in right and left columns, ordered from top to bottom on 
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the left column, 610, 614, and 618, and ordered from top to bottom on the right column, 612, 616, 
and 620. The displayed video is determined by the selection of one of the maps 510, 520, 530, or 
540, as represented by the area 502. The page or map shown in window 600, is further illustrated in 
figure 13, demonstrating how the displaying order of said screen data to be displayed is 
predetermined. For these reasons the rejection is maintained. 

Conclusion 

13. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy 

as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of 
this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and 
any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 . 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. 
In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be 
directed to David L. Lewis whose telephone number is (703) 306-3026. The examiner can normally 
be reached on MT and THF from 8 to 5. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Bipin Shalwala, can be reached on (703) 305-4938. Any 
inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA, 
Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone number is 
(703)306-0377. 
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